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CONFIDENTIAL BUCHAREST 2167 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, US, RO 

SUBJ: ROMANIAN PERCEPTION OF U.S. CATASTROPHE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
REF: BUCHAREST 2121 (NOTAL) 

1. WE HAVE NOW HAD TIME TO CANVAS, TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE HERE, 
A NUMBER OF GOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICIALS, POLITICAINS, OPIONION 
MAKERS AND INTELLECTUALS ON THEIR REACTION TO THE COLLAPSE 
OF U.S.-BACKED REGIMES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND ON THE RESULTING 
"WORLD BALANCE OF FORCES." 

2. WE HAVE BEEN STRUCK BY THE TACTFUL RELUCTANCE OF GOR 
OFFICIALS TO RAISE SE ASIA WITH US AT ALL. WE BELIEVE THE 
GOR IS RELIEVED THAT A MAJOR ISSUE ON WHICH WE DISAGREED 

( BUT SIDE STEPPED BILATERALLY) HAS BEEN RESOLVED AND ERASED 
FROM THE AGENDA. A FREQUENT LINE HAS BEEN THAT THE U.S., NOW 
RID OF THE SVN INCUBUS, CAN ENGAGE ITSELF MORE CONSTRUCTIVELY, 
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AND SHOULD NOT TAKE A FRESH LOOK AT ITS STRATEGY AND TACTICS 
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TOWARD THE ENTIRE UNDERDEVELOPED WORLD. IF IT DOES SO, WITH 
ITS POWERFUL ECONOMY IT SHOULD BE ABLE TO ADJUST ITSELF (BY 
IMPLICATION, BETTER THAN THE SOVIETS) TO THE EMERGING "NEW 
WORLD ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ORDER". THE U.S. SHOULD BE BETTER 
OFF AS A RESULT OF ENDING THE VIETNAM VENTURE. DETENTE WILL 
BE ENHANCED AND ROMANIA'S POSITION WILL NOT BE GREATLY AFFECTED 
BY EVENTS. 

3. PUBLICLY, ROMANIAN MEDIA HAS GONE EASY ON THE U.S. SETBACK AND 
HAS MADE A DELIBERATE EFFORT NOT TO RUB IT IN (IT HAS ALSO BEEN 
CIRCUMSPECT REGARDING THE MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT - SEE REFTEL). 

ONLY RARE MENTION OF "AMERICAN IMPERIALISM" HAS BEEN INCLUDED 
IN GOR STATEMENTS AND IN FAIRLY HEAVY MEDIA PLAY GIVEN TO THE 
NORTH- VIETNAM-PRG VICTORY. AT MAIN CELEBRATION MARKING OCCASION 
(NVN-PRG RECEPTION MAY 16) CEAUSESCU MADE NO MENTION OF U.S. 

AT ALL, EXCEPT TO ECHO NVN AMBASSADOR TO EFFECT "AMERICAN PEOPLE S" 
SUPPORT CONTRIBUTED TO OUTCOME. 

4. AMONG THE LIBERAL ROMANIAN INTELLECTUALS WITH WHOM WE 
HAVE TALKED - AND OBVIOUSLY THEY TEND TO BE FRANKER THAN 
OFFICIALS - PICTURE IS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT. SOME PROFESS 
CONVICTION THAT WORLD BALANCE OF POWER HAS NOW SHIFTED 
SERIOUSLY AGAINST U.S. AND MOMENTUM IS NOW WITH RADICAL 
FORCES. THEY BUY DOMINO THEORY 100 PERCENT. SOME HAVE USED 
EPITHET "MUNICH" TO DESCRIBE SE ASIAN DENOUMENT, WHICH THEY 
DEPLORE MAINLY BECAUSE A U.S. INJURED ABROAD AND PARALYZED 

(AS THEY SEE IT) DOMESTICALLY BETWEEN WHITE HOUSE AND CONGRESS, 
UNABLE TO HONOR ALL COMMITMENTS (WHATEVER ORAL REASSURANCES ARE 
PURVEYED), WILL PROBABLY NOT BE WILLING OR ABLE COUNTER SOVIET 
INFLUENCE OVER ROMANIA AS EFFECTIVELY. SUBSIDENCE OF U.S. 

INFLUENCE IS SOMETHING THEY FEEL THE ROMANIANS LEADERSHIP MUST 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT, PROBABLY BY REDOUBLING EFFORTS AMONG NON- 
ALIGNED. 

5. ALSO WORRISOME TO THOSE LIBERALS HERE WHO HAVE NOT LOST 
HOPE OF MAKING EE SOCIETIES MORE RATIONAL FROM WITHIN IS 
THAT COMMUNIST REGIMES SEEM TO BE PROVING MORE DURABLE AND 
CONSISTENT THAN THE GREAT DEMOCRACIES, THEREBY 
STRENGTHENING EE’S DOMESTIC DOGMATISTS. KNOWNOTHINGNESS IN 
CONGRESS AND THE PRESS THEY SCORN. WHILE U.S. IS GIVEN CREDIT FOR 
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STILL POSSESSING ECONOMIC RESILIENCY AND MORAL RESERVES, THE 
LACK OF A CONVINCING STRATEGY AND CONCEPTUAL BASIS FOR POST- 
VIETNAM FOREIGN POLICY (AS THEY PERCEIVE THINGS) CANNOT 
SAFELY BE TOLERATED MUCH LONGER. 

6. ALTHOUGH THE USSR IS SEEN GENERALLY AS HAVING GAINED 
STRENGTH OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS RELATIVE TO THE WEST, THIS 

IS LESS DUE TO U.S. TROUBLE IN SE ASIA THAN TO WESTERN LEADERSHIP 
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DRIFT AND ECONOMIC TROUBLES AND THE PERCEIVED ADVANTAGES SOVIET 
RAW MATERIALS HAVE AFFORDED MOSCOW. FUTURE OF DETENTE IS NOT 
NECESSARILY IMPERILED; EE IDEOLOGICAL (INTER-PARTY) SPHERE 
IS ONE WHERE SOVIETS, IN FACT, HAVE NOT TRANSLATED POWER INTO 
SUCCESSES. 

7. IN BRIEF, WE SENSE THAT SE ASIAN COLLAPSE IS PERCEIVED HERE AS 
SERIOUS BUT HARDLY MORTAL BLOW TO U.S. PRESTIGE AND INFLUENCE, 
THAT POSITIVE OPTIONS ACCRUE AS WELL AS WOUNDS, AND 
THAT U.S. STRENGTH IS INTACT BUT FURTHER CONCEPTUAL DRIFT AND 
LACK OF UNITY IN U.S. "RULING CIRCLES" COULD BRING MORE 
EROSION, WHICH WOULD NOT NECESSARILY BE HEALTHY FOR ROMANIA. 
VIETS 
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